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Stones and lragis find weapons cache

Story and photos by Spc.
Curtis Squires
MNC-I PAO

With dawn fast approach-
ing, Estonian and Iragi Army
Soldiers prepare
to move out.
The combined
forces are go-
ing to patrol
the countryside
about 10 miles
south of Camp
Taji, Iraq.

The convoy, [
consisting  of [*%§
two  Coalition [
military vehicles
and two Iraqi
tanks, set out
for what would
be a seven-hour
patrol consisting
of three farms

An Iragi Army Soldier digs out
a hole during a patrol about 10
miles outside of Camp Taji, Iraq.
Three 122mm Atrtillery rounds,
anti-aircraft rounds and several
pounds of un-exploded ord-

pushing away the evening chill
as Estonian Platoon 12, the
Stones, and a squad from the
2nd lraqi Armor Division ap-
proached the first farm.

While the local 1A company
commander ques-
tioned the farm
owner, the Stones
began  searching
| the  surrounding
area for weapons,
ammunition  and
ordnance.

The Stones were
searching the
ground with a met-
al detector, said Es-
-4y tonian Capt. Mar-
1 qus Kuul, platoon

leader, ESTPLT 12,

and graduate of the

United States Ma-

rine Corps Officer

Candidate School.

nance were found in the hole.

being searched,
and a small weapons cache be-
ing discovered, Friday.

The early-morning sun was

“Unfortunately,
the ground is often covered
with trash and junk, but we
have to search through it any-

way,” said Pvt. Aivar Rohtmaa,
infantryman, ESTPLT 12.

The Stones and 1A searched
the farm and turned up nothing,

On the surface, the hole ap-
peared to be filled with trash and
junk, said Rohtmaa. But as the
Soldiers searched deeper, three

122mm  ar-

Estonian Pvt. Aivar Rohtmaa, infantry man, Estonian Platoon
12, looks on while Iragi Army Soldiers dismount and prepare
to search a farm, Friday. The search resulted in a small cache

being found.

so the joint mission moves onto
the next objective, said Kuul

As soon as the platoon
walked onto the next area to be
searched, an 1A and Stone Sol-
dier paid particular attention to
one hole in the ground, contin-
ued Kuul.

tillery shells
became vis-
ible.

After the
shells were
found, it
was obvious
the hole had
to be dug out
to see what
else  could
be found,
said Kuul.

An IA
and  Esto-
nian Soldier
were alternating digging the
hole, but as it got deeper more
explosives and rounds were
found.

The search of the hole, and
surrounding property resulted
in three 122mm artillery

see ESTONIA, page 4




Victory Times March 18, 2006




Victory Times

KEEP 1T LOCKED oN ..

Al Asad 1073 FM Kirkush 1073 FM
Al Base 107.3 FM Mosul 1051 FM
Ar Ramadi 1073 FM Q-West 933 FM
Baghdad 107.7 FM Taji 107.3 FM
Balad 107.3 FM Tal Afar 107.3 FM
Fafiujah 105.1 FM Tangadum 1073 FM
Kirkuk 107.3 FM Tikrit 100.1 FM
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UNIT FIELD SANITATION
TEAM CERTIFICATION
TRAINING

MARCH 27-30

WE HAVE 30 SEATS IN THIS
CLASS, THEY WILL BE GIVEN
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE.

STOP MEANS STOP'!
OB EY TH E TRAFF I C INFORMATION CONTACT.

SGT. CHRISTIA SKERBECK
S I G NS ! ! christia.skerbeck@iraq.centcom.mil
or

The Ilfe you Save may be your STAFF SGT. JEFFREY NOELLE

effrey.noelle@irag.centcom.mil

own. GO Home Alive! DSN 318-822-2851

March 18, 2006
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BRESTHS

COMBAT LIASAYIR CERTMCATION TRANING
23-25 MARCH 08

13-15 AFRIL 06
27-29 APRIL 06

17 SEATS PER CLASS
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED
LOCATED AT BUILDING 5

T teserve a seal ox for more informalion, contact:
SGM Anthony Kentrick

DEN: 827 2668

ACT EXAMS

AVAILABLE APRIL 23,
2006
1p.m.

TESTING SEATS ARE LIMITED

CONTACT THE EDUCATION CENTER
FOR INFO AT

DSN 822-5183/4640
OR

educationcenter(@iraq.centcom.mil
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ESTONIA

shells, a handful of anti-aircraft rounds, and roughly 10 pounds
of unexploded ordnance, “macaroni charges,” being discovered,
said Kuul.

“Macaroni charges,” are explosive sticks that look similar
to long pieces of macaroni that can slide inside artillery shells to
make a bigger explosion, said Kuul.

The search also netted four vintage rifles, three Iraq license
plates and an infrared light designed for an up-armored tank.

The “macaroni charges” were disposed of at the site; however, the
rest were transported to Camp Taji to be properly destroyed later,
added Kuul.

Acting on the new information of the discovered cache, Kuul
and the local A company commander decided to search the three
houses surrounding the farm where the ordnance was discovered.

The IA Soldiers originally gave a quick glance through the

house, then the Stone Soldiers conducted a more extensive search
of the houses, said Rohtmaa.

“Although we didn’t find anything in the houses, it was a good
training experience for the Iragis,” Kuul added. “They got to wit-
ness how to properly search a house or building thoroughly.”

Even though the cache was small, the mission was still
a huge success, said Kuul. The explosives that were unearthed,
were those the insurgents are using to make improvised explosive
devices and suicide vehicle-borne IEDs; hopefully this will help
save someone’s life in the future.

“Although Estonia is a small country west of Russia, we are
here to do our part to help make the world a better place,” said Sgt.
1st Class Marek Kohv, squad leader, ESTPLT 12.

The Stone platoon is based out of Camp Taji, but rotates
its platoon members to Fort Concho were they fall under the com-
mand of the 7th Squadron, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division.

Graduates will not tolerate discrimination

Story by Spc. James P. Hunter
MNC-I PAO

Twenty-three U.S. Army Soldiers grad-
uated the Equal Opportunity Representa-
tive Course Today.

Every Army company and battalion
is required to have an equal opportunity
representative, said Sgt. 1st Class Chris
Balduf, Multi-National Corps-lraq Equal
Opportunity Office.

EO representatives are the eyes and ears
of the company and battalion commanders,
said Balduf. The program is designed to
train the Soldiers to create an equal oppor-
tunity environment.

They need to be fully aware of equal op-
portunity, he added, so they can promote it,
strengthen unit commanders EO policy and
deal with mission distracters.

During the week-long course, the Sol-
diers learned how to identify and help elim-
inate sexual harassment, discrimination,
racism and extremism, said Balduf.

Balduf said first the Soldiers had to look
at their values and attitude.

During an exercise called “lifeboat,” the
instructors split the class into two groups
and told them they were in a boat, lost at
sea. They had to lose three people from the
boat in order to survive.

Some Soldiers were eager to jump, he
said. Others though, pleaded they were a
necessity to them surviving. One Soldier
said he was an Eagle Scout and if they were
stranded for days, they would need him for
his survival skills.

Balduf said the exercise was good to see

where the Soldiers values stood.

The students also learned about the vari-
ous religions and cultures in today’s world,
said Staff Sgt. Eric Mattson, EOR, 553rd
Corps Support Battalion. This gives them
an understanding of where people come
from and the history they may carry with
them.

Each
student
had to pre-
pare
conduct a

presenta-
tion on a |
specific
culture.
The [
class pre-
pares Sol- |
diers  to |
solve com- |,
plaintst

at an In-
forma| Staff Sgt. Mary J. Johnson, 29th Signal
. , Brigade, accepts her certificate for
Ievel' said graduating the week long Equal Op-
Balduf. portunity Course here, March 18.
“The Ar-

my’s ideal situation is to solve everything
at a lower level,” he added. “It gives the
unit an opportunity to solve things at the
lowest level possible.”

EO representatives are critical mem-
bers of the team, especially when the Army
is at war, said Balduf. They deal with the
problems which distract from the combat
mission.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Drew Hendricks

Balduf said problems do exist in theater
and the Army cannot afford for someone to
become distracted. These distracters often
inflate when they are not dealt with and be-
come bigger problems; ultimately, taking
Soldiers’ focus away from their mission.

He said one of the biggest problems the
Army faces is sexual harassment.

“(Sexual harassment) is something peo-
ple deny exist,” Balduf said, “but when you
talk with Soldiers you hear ‘yes | have wit-
nessed it,” or ‘it does happen.”

Balduf said there still is a certain atti-

= tude in the Army that reinforces the idea for
| Soldiers to suck it up and drive on.

“The leadership is pushing to call sex-
ual harassment what it is and deal with the

 matter,” he added.

To avoid such situations, Soldiers need

T . .
L% to communicate with one another and get

to know each other as human beings who
show love, fear and emotion, said Balduf.

As for equal opportunity representa-
tives, they need to be someone a Soldier can
trust, approach and feel comfortable around
to talk about these matters, he added.

Mattson hopes he will be able help out
his commander to ensure the EO policy is
enforced and Soldiers have the information
they need to know about different distract-
ers.

He said EO is a very important mission
the Army is involved in.

“The Army has (EO) for a reason,”
Mattson said. “Don’t take EO lightly.”

Every Soldier needs to be on the same
page, he added, and be held accountable for
their actions.
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Coalition Cafe

' TO THE AL FAW PALACE
Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. POST OFFICE
Dinner 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining 11 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Is container management a pain in your neck?
One call, that’s all!
We can help ease your pain.

Container management made
easy by utilizing the Container
Management Support Tool
(CMST). An eaiy to use web
based program designed to ease
our ocntamel management
roubles. Contact us
coordinate training. Just give us
a call, we're here to helpl

Sports Oasis .

Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m. HOURS OF OPERATION:

Lunch 11:30 am. - 2 p.m. Wed. 2 -8 p.m.

Dinner 5:30 - 9 p.m.

Shopette Sun.2-8 p.m. L%;‘;:%
Open 24 Hours We make house calls!

Camp Liberty Post Exchange
Everyday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fitness Center

Open 24 Hours DANTES/CLEP/EXCELSIOR

Post Office

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. NOW AVA'LABLE

Saturday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 1 -5 p.m.

Contact Camp Liberty Post Office for any questions. DSN 302-242-4391

MNC-I, CAMP VICTORY, BAGHDAD

Golby Troop Medical Clinic TEXAS HOLD'EM TOURNAMENT S EOOCATION GENTER
Sick Call Hours: ATl
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon OPEN TO ALL PERSONNEL aff Sgt. Henney at
- arry centcom.mil
gitﬁtrgﬁéifkscu;ﬂ?y 9am. - noon Q Tournaments will be held twice a month (the second - .
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m. and last Mondays) . .
Saturday 9 - 10:30 a.m. . ) ) Victory Night Owl
Mental Health Clinic: 0 Prizes will be awarded to the winner. Prevention of Sexual Harassment (POSH) &
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Sexual Assault Prevention/Response (SAPR)
Saturday 9 a.m. - noon Limited to 48 people (6 tables), please sign up early. Training
Post Deployment Health Briefings: Walk-ins are welcome if space is available.
Monday - Friday 1 p.m. ; ) .
Pharmacy: CONTACT INFORMATION: For information or to sign up for
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon, 1 March’s tournaments call or email: st ngh Mamﬂw
-4:30 p.m. DSN:
Saturday & Sunday 7:30 a.m. - noon seon o e ercom
Legal Assistance/Claims TOURNAMENT RULES: basic rules are included w/ this email

Saturday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Personnel Service Support Centers
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

© Chain Dasoul @ DSM 5223532

ID Cards
Mondy - Friday BASIC SELF-DEFENSE CLASS
9am.-5p.m. Every Wed nesdayg& Frlday th rouqhotift.'lylarch
e | {
T Bty & . .
| ok TIME: 8pm. PLACE: MWR Bldg. 124
r TOURNAMENT DATES:
Victory Chapel (Bldg. 31) March 27 \\. & £ f o
Sunday: Are In sn}ﬁp’ t of th Arm> s! Sexual Assault ﬁr»gdlenti-o‘n &
¥ | Traditional Protestant Service 7 and B:45 a.m. Apt‘ll 10 and 24 espﬁwse Progr \“' \; M
Roman Catholic Confession 10 am. W, '. \
2‘;:;:;: r:;::::;rr:::v‘lsﬂm" Instr.ﬁ Chief Waﬁrant—@’fme?“.paczé’wskl (USM€)
Latter Day Ssints Sendcs 2 pm
EpsscopalLutheran Sarvice 4 p.m. For more information contact Sgt. 1% Class Chris Balduf, DSN 822-3545
Contermporary Protestant Service & p.m.
Saturday: )
7ih Day Adventst Servica 118.m Submit letters from home

Roman Catholic Mass 8 p.m.

Is your loved one deployed in support of Multi-National Corps-Irag? Would you like to write him or her a
Mini-Chapel (Bldg. 2) . - . . . . .
Monday  Friday message in the Victory Times? Send messages, three to four lines of text to brian.anderson@irag.centcom.mil.

Roman Catholi Sorvica 4 pm Ensure to include Soldiers name, rank, and unit.

Seuin Sinvica B30 A
Saturday: N N N - .
Orihodox; Victory Times welcomes columns, commentaries, articles and letters from our readers. Send submissions

Onthodox Vespers 5 pm R R .
CThoATN Conlaston son _or comments o brlgn.anderson@|raq.c_entcom._mll. _
Sunday: We reserve the right to edit for security, accuracy, propriety, policy, clarity and space.

Qrthodo Divine Liturgy 9 p.m

MNC-I Commanding General: Lt. Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli

D R Iv E SA F E LY ! ! MNC-I Public Affairs Office_r: Lt. Col. Michelle L. Martin-Hing

MNC-I PA Sergeant Major: Sgt. Maj. Paul J. Stevenson
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